
ConceptsofChildCenteredand

ProgressiveEducation

Child-centeredisawidelyusedterm thatisoftenmisinterpretationofinstructional
practices.Itwillbe helpfulto keep these guiding principles aboutchild-centered
educationinmindasyouworkwithchildren,parents,andcolleagues:

 Allchildrenhavearighttoaneducationthathelpsthem grow anddevelopto
theirfullest;thisbasicprmiseisattheheartofourunderstandingofchild-centered
education.Therefore,daily interactions with children should be based on the
fundamentalquestion,Am Iteachingandsupportingallchildrenintheirgrowthand
developmentacrossalldomains–social,emotional,physical,linguistic,andintellectual?
Suchteachingisattheheartofdevelopmentallyappropriatepractice.

 Everychildisauniqueandspecialindividual.Consequently,wehavetoteach
individualchildrenandberespectfulofandaccountfortheirindividualuniquenessof
age,gender,culture,temperament,andlearningstyle.

 Childrenareactiveparticipantsintheirowneducationanddevelopment.This
meansthattheyshouldbementallyinvolvedandphysicallyactiveinlearningwhatthey
needtoknowanddo.

 Children’sIdeas,preferences,learningstyles,andinterestsareconsideredinthe
planningforandimplementationofinstructionalpractices.

 Child-centerededucationhasbeenanimportantfoundationofearlychildhood
educationsincethetimeofFroebel.Asaprofessional,youwillwanttomakeyour
teachingandpracticechildcentered.Inaddition,youwillwanttoadvocateforthe
inherentrightofeverychildtoachild-centerededucation.

 Areemphasisonchild-centerededucationisoccurringassocietyingeneralis
becomingmoreinterestedinthewholechildandeffortstoaddressallofchildren’s
needs,notjusttheiracademicneeds.Asaresult,thereismuchmoreconcernfor
encouragingchildrentobehealthyandleadhealthylifestyles.Providingchildrenwith
medicalimmunizationsandseeingthatallchildrenarefullyimmunizedbyagetwohave
receivedalotofattention,andprogramstohelpchildrenbefreeofdrugsarecommon
inearlychildhoodandprimaryprograms.Concernforthewelfareofchildreninallareas
oftheirgrowth and developmentis evidentand attests to the public’s growing
awarenessoftheirbasicrights.



 Allgreateducatorshavebelievedinthebasicgoodnessofchildren;theteacher
istoprovidetheenvironmentforthisgoodnesstomanifestitself.Acentralthemeof
Luther,Comenius,Pestalozzi,Froebel,Montessori,andDeweyisthatwemustdoour
workaseducatorswell,andwemustreallycareaboutthosewhom wehavebeencalled
toserve.Thisindeedistheessenceofchild-centerededucation.

PreparingforMeaningfulLearning

“Meaningfullearning”meansthatwelinkwhatisbeinglearned(thetopicorcontent)
andhowitistaughttotheeverydaylivesofchildrenandtheirfamilies.Asweallknow,
teachingisacomplexactivity.Wemustconsidermanythingswhenpreparingfor
meaningfullearning.Aboveall,noonecanmakeachildren.Childrenwilllearnwhen
theyaremotivatedtolearn.Theywilllearnwhengivenopportunitiestolearneffectively
andwhentheyfeelthattheskillstheyhavewillleadtosuccess.Theywilllearnwhen
theyreceivepositivefeedbackfrom friends,teachers,andparentswhocompliment
them onhowwelltheyarelearning.Howcanweprepareformeaningfullearning?Here
aresomequestionstoaskyourselfinpreparingyourlessons

 Motivation.Isthetopicmeaningfulandrelevanttothechildren?Arethey
interestedinwhattheyareexpectedtolearn?

 Opportunities.Aretheopportunitiessuitedtothedevelopmentlevelofthe
children?Forinstance,isthetopictoohardortooeasyformanyofthechildren?Arethe
activitiesappropriateforbothgirlsandboys?Aretheyappropriateforchildrenwith
diversebackgroundsandabilities?

 Skills.Dothechildrenhavetheskillstoachievetheexpectedresult?

 Feedback.Isthetypeofassessmentandfeedbackgiventothechildren
designedtoincreasemotivationtocontinuelearning? 

Whatis“Learning-Friendly”?

Manyschoolsareworkingtobecome“child-friendly,”wherechildrenhavetherightto
learntotheirfullestpotentialwithinasafeandwelcomingenvironment.Theaim isto
improveeverychild’sparticipationandlearninginschool,ratherthanconcentratingon
thesubjectmatterandexaminations.Being“child-friendly”isveryimportant,butitisnot
complete.
Childrencometoschooltolearn,butasteachers,wearealwayslearning,too.Welearn
new thingsabouttheworldtoteachourstudents.Welearntoteachmoreeffectively
–andjoyfully–sothatallstudentslearnhowtoreadordomathematics,andwelearn
newthingsfrom ourstudentsaswell.

A“learning-friendly”environmentis“child-friendly”and“teacher-friendly.”Itstresseson
theimportanceofstudentsandteacherslearningtogetherasalearningcommunity.It
placeschildrenatthecentreoflearningandencouragestheiractiveparticipationin



learning.Italsofulfilsourneedsandinterestsasteachers,sothatwebecomecapable
of,givingchildrenthebesteducationpossible.

Itisthechildwhohastolearn.Theteacheronlyhelpshim tolearn.Therefore,whatthe
childhastolearn,theteacherisonlytohelphim inlearningthat.But,whatchildhasto
learn,should be judged according to the ability,interest,capacity and previous
experienceofthechild.Ishematureenoughtounderstandthenewmaterialordothe
assignedtask?Doeshepossessnecessaryskillsandabilitiesfordoingthepresent
task?
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Ishementallypreparedforthepresentlearning?Thesearesomeofthequestionswhichshouldbe

keptinmindwhileaskingthechildtolearnsomethingnew orproblem someassignedtask.The

learningmaterialorexperiencesshouldalwaysbeassignedaccordingtotheneeds,interestand

abilitiesofthechild.
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